
Good afternoon JYES Parents and Guardians, 

 

World Autism Awareness Day – Tuesday, April 3 – Wear Blue! 

•Autism is a lifelong neurodevelopmental disorder that affects one in 68 children. It affects the way people 

interact and communicate with those around them. Each child and adult with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 

is unique and has their own strengths, gifts and support needs. •The OCDSB is celebrating Autism Awareness 

on April 3rd.  All schools are being asked to participate by having staff and students wear blue and the ribbon 

stickers provided. 

•All JYES staff members have been provided with the educator resource kits from Autism Ontario so they may 

lead some awareness discussions in the classroom. We are happy to support our students at John Young this 

day and every day! 

 

 

School Learning Plan 

 

Term 1 - Math Achievement and Number Talks results 

 

•All students participated in number talks lessons in their math classes over a three week period.  All students 

were assessed before and after the lessons were given.  Each teacher selected 2 students from every class 

who were struggling with numeration skills and their progress was monitored and reported as part of the 

SLP.  Most teachers selected female marker students due to the trend in lower EQAO math scores at the grade 

6 level for our girls at JYES. 

•Students who were selected to be markers were showing little confidence with just 4 % scoring in the pre-test 

for using mental math strategies often.  Over 60% were reported as “not being there”.  Eventually in the post 

test, 25% did use these strategies often and 40% use them some of the time. 

•On the question of using a variety of strategies, again, around 50% of the students “were not there yet” on the 

pre-test. Post showed 70-80 % used a variety of strategies some or most of the time which is a great 

improvement. 

•Whole class results before number talks and data management work - “I Like Math”-  pre - very or fairly 

comfortable- 76% - Post - 95% 

•“I’m good at Math” pre -very comfortable or fairly- 78% post 90% 

•Marker student results before number talks and data management work - “I Like Math”-  pre - very or fairly 

comfortable- 40-50% - Post - 65-75% 

•“I’m good at Math” pre -very comfortable or fairly- 30% post 40% 

•Most staff members reported some growth in their comfort delivering the Number talks program or in 

integrating Data Management in their lessons for Social Studies or Science. 

•We are hopeful that this work on this numeration strategy and the emphasis that math is everywhere will assist 

students in their work in mathematics in the future. 

 

Term 2 – Growth Mindset and Mathematics 

 

We are excited to be working with your child to challenge them to use their growth mindset everywhere but 

especially in their work in math class. 

•What is fixed vs growth mindset? 

•https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xv2ar6AKvGc&list=WL&index=14 

•https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3e9a4Hjc9SM&t=4s&list=WL&index=5 

•We are challenging our students to believe that they can do anything they set their minds to.  All they have to 

do is work hard and practice.  We are also trying to celebrate and embrace making mistakes and trying new 

things. 

•It would be awesome if you challenged your child to embrace a growth mindset at home as well! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xv2ar6AKvGc&list=WL&index=14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3e9a4Hjc9SM&t=4s&list=WL&index=5


 

Academic Placement for the 2018-19 School Year 

 

The JYES educators and I will be planning class lists for next year in the coming weeks. There are a variety of 

factors that we use to determine placement (ie: grade level, special education needs, social considerations, 

academic strengths and needs, gender etc....).  If you would like to share some information that we should 

consider before placing your child in a class, please send me a written request (paper or electronic) no later 

than April 30, 2018.  Unfortunately, we may not be able to accommodate all parent requests. We will be unable 

to share this placement with you until the first day of school, due to changing numbers over the summer 

months, and all placements will be final in September except for very exceptional personal circumstances. 

Thank you for sharing information with us for our consideration. 

 

All the best to you and your family for a wonderful long weekend.  If you are celebrating, Happy Easter! 

 

Sincerely, 

Heather Graham 

Principal 


